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- . . aes nicated to his excellent grandfather, 
dhe Rev. Clandius Buchanddke — | win carefully cherished them. and 
Ghe tollowing aecoant of the early assured bis of his pravers. Lora 
fife and conversion or this CMI ew months he continues in this pro- 
nent man of God, is taxen from) ising course, spending much time 
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ol carson ~ Me — , jin devotion amidst the rocks on the 

tHe Rev. Claudius Sie sea shore, near which he was then 
ag ' in an ’ me dis oO er ! ae ee : ; 
was born - Tarch 1766. Rw fs v0 residing but at length his serious 
was avery pious woman. By hers upuetits were sical ten ales | 
ate sa i aint tee, deal ‘ igh . were dis Ipaied by the soe 
aS ac. ais s' ae 4 pie ne ae _! ) ciety O1 an irreligious COM Panlony 
gious principles and habits. He ts 


pe morning Cloud, and as tie carly 
said to lave been distinguished! jay 9 


Uns dew; nor was it ontil many years 
from his youth by a ively and) oitoowards, that pa nul and saluta- 
engaging Cisposition. Re is setlisy egnsicions ted lim to seek tha 
also to have recollected the seri- ‘God, whose early invitations he had 
OUS impressions, Wuich Were some- y tally refused. 
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devotions of the pafernal roof, anc 


ime, and in Sal 


In the year 787, he was travel- 
Bae ¢ , mF s a” 
by the adm mebons which his grands! _ aetiaien allt ~~ prog ~ = 
father, who regarded him with pe j[E US" Scr Oo ss Gane Sie) eens 
eculizr affection, Was accusiomed ta" eee — “4 ¥ he Mic 
address him occasionally in his stu. |S? POSS ot sists, Mowe, lis situati- 


j ’ ’ » ee rye f ’ we s . 5 “ fwivye 
dy. And though the instructions (Ue Ves a pes e of re Storms 
¢ ; . ~ —. ! aa af t — co > ; . 
the felt as if the pudement of God 
and examples of these pious relatives ie feu é JSS ‘ oo 


‘* . ; d ont ants) , { 
: Daas nn atl ‘case of Jonah, was overtak- 
were not immediately productive of '" the case of Jonah, was overtak 
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, ; ne him: but unlike the repentin 
any decided and permanent effect, “Ps hing but unlike the repenting 
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yet he ultimately derived very es- orophet, no sooper had the tempest 
itimately Ceri ery es-|' | Daeeaiiie oo ae ae 
: 7“ ‘ol the eiements subsided, than the 
> ‘ oF , t a RY he ’ ° 7 * gage ? 

sential benefit odie na 5 ang of bis sind also passed 
brought up ein the nurture and ad-/"S by Joly 1789. | ks of 
et . lawav. in suivy &, oy. HE SPvraks OF 

monition of the Lord,’ and affords |**4Y en . 


:o , een Fs ° 

jresh encouragemce ut to religious pa- ithe state “ . onesie gers 
rents to pursue a course which has | Cations he hi a he nad — _— 
been so frequently crawned with day. and nis memorzida. ext: 21 
success, and which is seldom, it is frequent marks of his inward per. 
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hoped, altogether in vain. plexity 20 unhappiness. 
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329 Rie Rev. Claudius Buchanatz. 


Ahout = time, (Faly 1789.) le} During the summer of 1789. there 
hac a ses attack of fever, during }ere seasons in which he thought 
which be cual uced most uncom-jmuch and seriously upon his own 
fovtable reflections on lis then situa- {states and upon religious subjects; 
fie, These, however, aptear to durlag which bis reflections were 
hate made no deep or lasting im- Sometimes gloomy and desponding, 
pressions upon him, but to have va- land resembling «sthe sighing of the 
nished with the temporary alarm (prisoner for deliver ‘ances and at 
Which occasioned them; and soon others. cheered by a faint and dis- 
aft; rwards be speaks of death with | Gait hope of one day enjoying, thro’ 
that careless Jevity, winch tn iveedi-jthe infinife grace of God, the com- 
gous and hapenitent minds returns, | forts of religion. 

When they are ; heved from the | In the I lowing year, (1790), 
immediate fear of punishment. itrsces occur of pious feeling in his 

He broke some salutary resoluti. | mind. He notices a religious con- 
ons, which he fad made during his ve sation with a friend, and adiis, 
illness, and with that fretiahavd tm- that he had. in consequence, thought 
potent violence, Which charact-rises seriously of a reformation. He 
those who are irritated, rather than specks of a season of private prayer, 
humbled by the cousciousacss of of purchasing a Bible—he conlesses, 
them weakness, and are tener weak af with pulled regret, his disinelina- 
its only effectual remedy. «tl swear ‘tion | o religion, and other circusm- 
Vil do so no more—O that i kuew stances indicative of a mind awak- 
how to persevere in good resolutions, ing from the deadly sleep of sin, to 
as well as to make them! This has ‘the life of righteousness, and intro. 
been my failing from my infane y.”’| luctory to that important change of 
Who has not been compelled to make sentiment and conduct which was 
the same bumiliating reflection, un (now approaching. 
ti! acquainted with Him, of whom B.) Some may be at a loss to conceive 
was as yet practically ignorant—jthe necessity of any such change. If 
Without whom we can do nothing, but slight views are entertained of the 
by whose gracious assistance the evil of sin, of the guilt, misery and 
christian can do all things? Peggle of a sensual and worldly 

He was at this period, so little life, and of the nature and extent of 
under the influence of religion, that christian faith and holiness, the moe 
the Sabbath was often spent in the val and religious deficiencies of Mr. 
Stidy of Virgil and Horace, though B. at this tie, will certainly ap- 
at other times his reading on that pear trivial and unimportant. But 
day was of a gravev nature, if, asthe Scriptures unequivocally 

His earls habits sUil indeced him 285 ‘rt, to live in an habitual neglect 
someiimes te enter the house of God.!of Ahnuighty God. though a formal 

Upon one of these occasions he was ac i meeledammel of his being and 
much struck with the conduct of a ctipibutes may be professed, is vir- 
young friend, who was so deeply tual impiety; to avow the name of 
alarm od while the preacher was dis-|Christian. but to refuse the homage 
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the Pueure pormsiment of the wicked, 
that he rose ap. leeving has hat he. 
bind orm, and wa'hed ont of the 
Mharch. 


Saviour, is real unbclief—and occa- 
tally to indalge in wilful sin, tho’ 

pene se iInanners may be cor- 
‘rect, is practical angodliness; thed 


{ 
;4 
playing the terrors of the Lord i the heart to naan Christ as @ 
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Tie Rev. Claudi 


was if evidently necessary that a 
great and radical change should be 
effected in Mr. B’s disposition and 
conduct; then was it essential to iis 
present and future happiness, tho: 
he should «repent and bi tieve the 
gospel.” 

This was his own conviction— 
«Since my returnto London, in June, 
I led a very dissipated, 
life. Some gross sins FT av ide dy but 
pride was inmy heart, and | ee 
ed the Lord’s day without restraint. 
and never thought of any relist 
duty.”’ 

«But the period was now arrived. 
when the mercy of God, which had 
always accompanied me, was to be 
manifested ina singular manner. | 
had a very strong sense of religion, 
When I was about the age of four- 
teen, and L used often to reflect on 
that period; but T had not, Lbeliere, 
the least idea of the nature of tl: 
gospel. It was in the year 1790, 
that my heart was first effect: fly 
impressed, in consequence of an ac 
quaintance with a religious young 
nian.” 

Of the person thus briehy menti 
oned, and of the important effects 
which resulted from one remarkab'e 
meeting with him, the following is « 
more distinct and detailed account. 

‘In the month of June last (1791.) 
ona Sunday evening, a gentleman 
of my acquaintance ¢ called upon me. 
I knew him to be a serious young 
man, and out of complaisance to him 


ils 


, { 
I gave the conversation a religious;a shelf Doddrids 
Among other things I asked 


isiite (| 


turn. 
him, Whether he believed there was 


Irreners: iN | 


us Buchanan. B2ij 
dress to the conscience and the heart. 
I had not the least desire, that [ re- 
collect, of being benefitted by this 
conversations but while he Spoke, 
l listened to him with earnestucss, 
and before | was aware, a wost pow. 
erful greg mn Was made tipo my 
mind, f conceived the tusiant 
Peso hilt of reforming my hile. On 
that eventag L had an eNneas 
‘of which bcould not jiow ap prove, 
\N twithstase ls What hiad passed, 
I resolved to eo; but as 
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tihoawever, 
Lwend nts ond had time to reflec 

on What P had ti ard, h lalf wished, 
that it might not be kept. It turned 
outas TI desived. I iurried home, 
rand locked myselfup in ainy chanbers 
TI feillon ms knees and endsavouced 


| ; 
ito prays but Po could not. 2 tried 
ragain, but Twas not able. TD thot 


tsult te God for ‘ne 
flected on mv pust sins 
with horror, and spent the night, } 
‘Know not how “Bhe next dav my 
fears were off a _— », but they soon 
? returned, Afi rote, I conm- 


if Was an 
‘to pray. [re 


Imunicated mis siueatin to a religi- 
jus friend: be prayed with me. ‘Phe 
next Sunday ~ went with him to 
hear an eminent minister, Phis was 
‘a groat relief to me; [thought Phad 
‘founda p vsiciaus bat alas, though 
iT prayed ofion every day, and often 
vat night. listlessness and langour 
Sa ized me. Sometimes haope, some- 
‘tines fear presented itself. and f be- 
jeame very uncomfortable. Going 
one morning ta a bath, [ found on 
e.’s Rise and Pro 
Pais book I thought just 
me. FF ac cordingly read it 


Yr’css. 


such a thing as divine gracemwhe-| with deep attention, and prayed 


ther or not it was a fiction, i imposed | 


by grave and anstere persons from}. 


their own fancies. He took occasi. 


Ove i’ if, ° . © e . . e e . 
. Lnow secluded myself entirely 
‘from my Companions, and wholly 


on to enlarge much upon the subjects sj withdrew myself from pleasure and 


le spoke with zeal and earnestness 
and chiefly in scripture language; and 


amusement. In this manner have § 
passed fhe fast month. continually 


concluded with a very affecting ad-| praying for a new heart, and amore 
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324 The Rev, Claudius Buchanai. 


perfect discovery of my sins. Some-|O Sir, what shall [I do to inherit 
times 1 think LT am advancing ajeternal life? T see clearly, that I 
little—at others, | fear 1 am fur-jcanneot be lappy in any degree even 
ther from heaven than ever. © thejin this life, until make my peace 
prevalence of habit! Nothing butjwith God. But how shall Timake 
the hand of the Almighty, who cre-ithat peace? L would walk many 
ated me, can change my heart.’ ules to hear a sermon from the 
He became acquainted with the,;12th and 13th verses of 2d Chroni- 
Rev. John Newton, the chosen andicles, twenty-third chapter. My 
highly valued friend of Cowper./heart is overburtiened with eric, 
and whose bi story will convince the and greatly docs it disivess me, 
candid enquirer, that the Gospel is|that Lo must impart my sorrows 
still the «power of God” to the)}fo him, who has so much himself to 
conversion and salvation eveii of the | bear.” 
chief of sinners. Mr. Newton put - his hands 
Mr. Buchanan at this time. went! the narrative of his wh tite, and 
to hear Newton preach. eWhen! some of his fottors. and begged him 
you spoke.” says he in a letter to/to peruse hemecqnhllls beiore they 
Mr. N. “2 thought TP heard the! again saw each other. Buchanan 
words of eternal lifes T listened with! alterw ards cultivated ai close ac. 
avidity, and wished that you had) quaintance woh Sewn, OF the 
preached till midnight.” Mr. Boj nacrative which Newton has given 
however, laments that tiris plea ising of his own fife, B. sass. «bam the 
impression was soon effaced, and | pe reson, out of ten thousand, who 
that alinough he constantly afiend jcan read it aright. for i can read 
ed Mr. N’s sermons, with raised jit with selmapplication, To-day I 
expectations and sanguine hopes,ihave felt a tranquill ity of mind to 
that he shau!d one day be re alieved which [have been long a stranger, 
from the burthen which then op pres | trust this peace has a right founs 


sed his wind, he was fora lone dation,” 




















time disappointed, «But, he adds, | 
és] have now Jearned how UnPCason- | 
able was such an sarily expectation; 
i have beecu taught t to wait patiently 
upon God, who waited so long for! 
me.” | 
In a letter to Mr. Newton he ob- 


ly addressed 


ready established in tl 


he faith. ort 
all, With vou net drop one word to 
me? If there is any comfort in the 


7c 


word of life for sach as ft am. O& 
shed a little of it an my own heart. 


And yet, I am sensible [Tam not! 
prepared to receive that comfert:| 
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Newton urged him te devote the 
principal part of his tetsure time to 
editation and prayer. 

fi was now. that by the advice of 
his reverend friend, he wrote to his 


mother, whom he had vears before 
teft. and to acquaint her with his 
gerves——« Your subjects are ceneral- | 
those who are ale 
oiwander ines, and condemne ( hims: If 
those who have not songht God ais Sor . 


Situation, 


_ hes eiven the history of his 


th past misconduct, 
uy dear mother, is your 

it ready to welcome the return 
your long fost son. ‘The veil 
which was between as, is at length 
‘rent, and TP am now in peace; for 


‘believe me, FE have not enjoyed a 


he savS—e 


my sins do not affect me as | wish, | day of peace, since E left my father’s 


All that lL can speak of is a strong’ 


' house. H once thought l W ould Yra-° 


desire to be converted to my God-|ther suffer torture than betray my 
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The Divine Physician. 825 


secret. But my “sinews of iron’’|of the spirituality of that divine law, 


are now become like those ofachild.’’; which reaches to the thoughts and 
— lintents of the heart, and consequent- 
It is possible, that some may per-|ty of those innumerable transgressi- 
ceive in this narrative little morejons of its pure and extensive de- 
than an example ef that sudden and) mands, aul of that inward corrup- 
enthusiastic conversion, which it 1S! ‘tien and weakness, which leads the 
so much the custom to ridicule and) awakened mind to the deepest hu- 
decry; While others may be inclined! miliation and repentance, and pre- 
fo think, that the circumstances; pares it to embrace, with lively gra. 
thus related, are easily to be ac-ititude, the forgiveness and grace of 
counted for, and little to be regard-'the Gospel. How many also, who 
ed. In thiscase, sudden as tie iev-jare exemplary perhaps, in soctal 
pression appears to have heen, which jand relative duties, aro yet destitute 
Was the turning point in the mind/of any thing which can be justly 
of Mr. B. between the life of sie called tiie bove of God, and cannot 
and religion, bet — the world andj be said to be actuated by any spec t- 
God, it was neither the first. nor. fie and prevailing desire of pleasing 
the last which he experienced: bat hin, or living to h s glory! 
one of many previous couvictions.! Ef is frome onside rations and com- 
which had been comparatively ine - | parisons sach as those. that the na- 
fectual, and of many st thse: lentin joure and naportance of the change, 
fluences. Which issucd in the real, which took place at this peiiails iia 
conversion of bis beart to God, and) the character of Me. Buchanan, 
which continued through his fiature/ must be determined. ft was initial 
course, to establish and edify bir indeed, but it was radical; it was 
in Christian faith and holiness. ‘Phe, tmperfect in: degree, but universal 
substantial effects which followed! as to te objects and influence. If 
sufficiently rescue the impressi ons| not only redeemed him from a sinful 
Which have been described from the ‘and worldly course, but gradually 
imputation of enthusiasm, and vin-; introduced him to a state of «righ- 
dicate their claim to a more legiti- teausness and peace, and joy in the 
mate and divine origin. | Holy Ghost.” It rendered him «a 
The early associations, and in-| new creature.” He felt the power- 
struction of Mr. 5. undoubtedly fa-jful influence of the love of Christ, 
voured the hope that he w ould be-!and cordially acquiescing in the une. 
come a real christians but their ve. auswerable reasoning of the great 
ry ineilicacy in restraining him, du-; Apostle, «that if one died for all, then 
ring several years, from a course | wel re all dead,’ he resolved no lon- 
of insincerity, vanity and sin, is ger to live unto himself, ‘but unto 
alone suilicient to prove, that no-| Him, that died for him, and rese 
thing short of that divine influence, again.” 





to whic li he ascribed his conversion, re 
could at once have convinced his un- 

4 . an - - e 
derstanding, and changed and puri-| The Divine Physician. 


fied his heart. How many, Who He who created all things both 
never deviated into what is grossly | visible and invisible, and who sup- 
immoral. or whom inferiour motives | ‘ports them by the word of his power, 
may have reclaimed from such a) vouchsates to heal his people of their 
course, are nevertheless unconscious!sins. Ue is Almighty to heal. The 
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eternal God, 


God and man were one Christ, and 
the one Christ, the God-man, stood 
up in the place of sinners, and for 
them obeyed the law. and suffered 
the pains and penalties due to the 
breach of it, that by his stripes they 
might be healed. Thus the great 
physician of souls has demonstrated 
his love. You may read it in every 
action of his life, and in every suf 
fering unto death. You may read 
it engraven in every wound of his 
eruc ified body. 

Look then upon the crucified Je- 
gus, as wounded for your transgres- 
sions, as bruised for your iniquities, 
and sce ifever there was love like 


His. He who shed His heart's blood bly inquire, Why isnot the health of | 


for us, Cannot want Jove. 0 Wait! 
upon Him for his kind assisiance, | 
and vou will certainly find that the’ 


fountain of tits love is not dried ups || piv because they 
indeed on the throne of | sir kness. 


Te is now 
gsiory, King of Kongs, aad Lord of 
Lords. ‘but tile has tiie same tender! 


heart which once bled to death on 
Apply to titm for relief [Te ‘ast disorder which attacks the body, 


the cross. 
and He will not cast vou out. You 
can have uo spiritual distemper, 
which he has not power to heal; for, 
H+ isan Almighty Physician— And’ 
no distemper, but what lie has love 
to heal: for God is love, and the Sa. | 
viour, ti: Lord Cirist,is ‘rod. How 
great socver the wounds of sin may 
be, yet if you fall low at his foot- 
stool, cry ing fi mercy, he will not: 

reject your suit. He heals for ever, 


The Divine Physician. 


whom Angels andjlook up unto Him for medicines te 
Archangels worship and adore, was/heal their wounded consciences, He 
pleased to be manifested in the flesh. sath wounded out of love, and he 


will heal. He hath convinced you 
of your wants, in order that you 
night wait upon Him to have them 
supplied. Wait then upon Him, and 
he will heal all the wounds which 
sin has made, and then he will ena- 
yle you to declare upon Your own 
happy experience, that there ts 
balm in Gilead, and a_ physician 
there. 

Since the blood of Christ is the 
sovereign balm, and Christ is tie 
physician, Whose power and love 





are able and willing to heal the 
tnost desperate disease, and the Ho- 
ly Spirit is Almighty to apply the 


healing beim, may we not reasona- 





ithe daughter of my people recover- 


ed? Whiy are any sick, when they | 
It is sime | 


have an offer of health? 
choose, they lave 
Fes, the same persons 
whose every pulse beats after boaiiy 
‘health, choose and love spiritual 
sickness. ‘Phey are alarmed at the 


and yet they have no concern about 
ithe soul, although it be wounded 
‘with sing and sick unto death; vea, 
just ready to perish. Not to desire 
‘the health of the soul, when it is 
offered to them, is acting unnatural- 
iy against their own interest. To 
jreject it, when the great physician 
Ihimself offers it in) his word, is 
‘treating him with vide mgratitude. 
| 'Whossever thus accounteth the blood 


His medicines r restore his patients tojof the covenaut an unholy thing, 


everlasting health, He forgiveth all 


pand thereby doth despite unto tire 


their sins, and healeth all their i in-. Spirit of grace. for him there re- 
firmities, and thus admits them into! maineth no more sacrifice for sin, 


the city of the tiving God. 
He is always 
power for the perfect recovery ot 


eonvineed and afflicted souls. Let 


disposed to use his | 


but a certain fearful looking for of 
judzment, and fiery indignation. 
Here is the all-healing balm of Gis 
, 


"| 
'tead: here is an allewise 2nd an Ale 


such persons then seek his help, and t might y pliysician, and why them 














te vou than those eternal joys which) 
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will vou not, for his sake, for your|same manner as they do their bodily 
own sake. receive the sovereign me-|diseases. The understanding is in 


dicine at his hands? What other|darkness, they know not that it 


cause can be assigned, but that you|is diseased; conscience is fast asleep; 
Jove your disease more than health?|it neither checks the will in’ the 
Sin, with all its evils, is dearer tojchoice, nor the affections in the 
you than the full enjoyment of thejlove and the enjoyment ofsin. ‘Thus 
pleasures of a perfect recovery. Sin,| has sin impaired all their faculties, 
although you die of it, is more}and they have no desire to be healed, 
precious than to receive life from) because they are insensible of their 
the hands of our redeeming God. nalady. And this willbe the case, 
Sin, although it send you to hell. is|so long as they are intent upon their 
more desirable than health in Hea- prescnt pursuits, and live entireiy 
ven. Sin, although it bring on you;to sense and te its enjoyment. All 
never ending torments with devils|this time their own hearts deceive 
and condemning spirits, is sweeterithems for it is one of the greatest 
delusions of sin, to keep men igno- 
are at God’s right hand for ever ‘pant of the true state of their souls. 
more. Oh! what a wonderful delu- tt flatters them with peace, while 
sion there is in sin, that it shouldithe Almighty is at war with thems 
thus make men love it more than and it promises ‘them happiness in 
health and happiness! How strong the enjoyment of those things, which 
is the delusion, since the same meniwill bring on them eternal torments, 
reason in the things belonging to! Are you in this state?) Do you 
the body, directly contrary to what/feel no pain, and do you apprehend 
they dojo things belonging to the no danger from your sins? Nay, do 
soul! There is balmin Gilead, there \you find no part of sin’s punishment 
is a physician there, even the Lord already inflicted? Have you not 
Jesus, the sovereign piysician of suffered some of those pains and 
souls, and yet they will not apply |sicknesses, which in a course of 
to Him. Sick as they are, and res-!years will) infallibly bring down 
dy to expire with the infirmities of your body to the g:ave, and inflict 
sin, yet they had rather perish ‘the sentence on you, ‘Dust thou art, 
than be beholden to Hina, fora cure.!and unto dust shalt thou return??? 
All his attributes, his power, his|Every pain which the body feels, 
wisdom, his goodness, cannot win levery sickness which if labours un- 
them. <All his graces, his pardon jder, all the outward and inward 
ing, justifying. sanctifying graces. dangers which threaten its movtal 
have no influence. He is a God ‘life, are owing to sin. Sin has un- 
Almighty to save, but the charms of|doubtedly wounded your body with 
kin, though bat for a season, seem| pains and sicknesses. with mortahty 
to them preferable to the blessings;and death; and what a madness 
of his present and eternal salvation. |then and infatuation is it to think 

But whence is it, that sin should |that sin hath not wounded your sui? 
delude men so far, as to make them|+'Uhe soul that sinneth it shall die.’? 
prefer sickness to health? The true}Its death consists in being separated 
cause is this, sin blinds their eyes, '!from God, the fountain of life. And 
and hardeas their hearts. It stupe-|is not this a greater panishinent, 
fies and deadens the senses. so that'than the ceath of the body: and is 
they feel not them spiritaal, in the! it net infinitely mere painful tog 
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328 The Divine Physician. 


thus to die from God and glory, _ hlood of the Lamb of God, applied 
to be tormented with the worm the ‘iy the Eternal Spirtt; and it: heals 
never dicth. and in the fire that ne-| not by any natural and physical qua. 
ver shall be quenched? lities, but by a divine and spiritual 
Nen and brethren, are theseleficacy. The power of God is al- 
things se? Examine the evidence) ways present with it to heal. You 
and determine, Ts not the proef of) cannot therefore object against the 
these truths os complete and fell as) medicines because God has provided 
the case will admit ol? And do youlit, and ite, with his own arm, ren- 
not then stand in heed of some seve-; ders it cifectual for the cure of 
reign balm to heal you. and do you] wounded consciences. 
Not Want apuysician? You cert.in-|  “irue, say you, [believe the re- 
ly do, as much as ever Gving meni medy is infallible. but how do I 
did. And Why then do ven neglect | knew that God will apply it to my 
the vemedy and shig..t the phivsi-| son '? You are wounded, and it is 
clan: ‘balm for wounded consciences, there- 
If you do not discern your case (ore for your’s. When the enemy 
to be dangerous, this is one of the of souls sees you escaping out of 
Worst symptoms you can bave, Et! lis hands, he would try to persuade 
proves you to be far gone in aspiri-) you. that the remedy is not for you, 
tual letharev. so thei he less sense! whereas such as you are the very 
you have the greater is bone iy J persons to whem ihe Gos pel oliers 
And is not this a de: xereus disease. /it. Since you are sick, He calls yous, 
which makes the patient insens ibs Pas muchas if be liad called you by 
For how can ie avoid perishing.! name in the Gospel, to receive of 
while the conscicnce which ought te) Hin mn. the bala of Gilead, to heal 
give the alarin, is seared with a fet) all your spiritual ii firmities. 
iron, and the ether faculties of ee Is not the medicine for sin sick 
sonl are past feeling. souls? And the more sick you are, 
But when sinners are first brought the more you want the medicine: 
to a sense of ther guilt: and Gi their and be your case the worst that ever 
danger, and couscience begins to doi was. yet the virtue of the me <dicine 
its duty, thev are apt to write bitter, is almighty. Consider then, you 
things against themselves. and thro’ disparage and vilify the love and 
unbelief to reject the offered mer- power of our divine physician, by 
cies of the Gospel. Speak to persons supposing your sins more able tou 
in this distress of the bali of Gilead, kill, than He isto heal. Is not He 
the remedy appointed of God, for)the Lord God Almighty, and are 
their disease, they cannot believe! not all things possible with Lim? 
it able to heal them. or if they are|O, be not faithless then, but be- 
brought to believe this, yet they re- Hieving! 
ject the comforts of the blessed mee } But perhaps guilt suggests to 
dicine, lor want or faith to apply it) you, «my case is singular; 1 have 
to themselves IS sinned against light and conviction, 
Let us consitt er this case a little.!and therefore [ fear, that there is 
What objection have you to the re-|no mercy for me.” Your case is 
nedy whien the Lord God has ap bad but not desperate. Looking 
poinied far your recovery? You |! back on your past lile, you should 
kiow what the remedy is. [tis the jhe humbled, but not des) pair, You 








balin of Gilcad, the west prec tions |. ant, and can yet obtain, the bah 











of Gilead, and it, by a divine vir- 
tue, can heal all manner of sins. 
The medicine certainly can~ hea! 
them all, because it Is appoiuted of 
God for that purpose, and by his 
Almighty power, Ele renders it ef- 
fectual, and therefore whatever keeps 
you from relying upon its power, to 
heal you, is an enemy to your soul, 
Oh! pray against unbelief, for that 
is at the bottom of all your objecti- 
ons against this sovereign medicines 
and may the Lord give you faith to 
be healed. 

But, says one, «My heart is worse 
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grace and love, by freely forgiving 
thee all thy sins, and by pouring the 
balm of Gilead into thy wounded 
conscience to heal thee of all thine 
infirmities, 

When this objection is removed, 
and we would persuade the convinc- 
ed sinner to rely upon -the promises 
of health and salvation, which God 
nas made in his word, he has still 
diiiculties to getover, Heis afraid 
it would be presumption in tim to 
rely upon the proimises. and to take 
comfort from believing, that he shall 
have his share and interest in them. 


than broken; it is dead to God, and | *  hereas these are the very persons 


to the things of God.” Be it so; 
our physician is famous for 1 
the dead. Ut is his office 


glory. 


was half dead. His soul was 
dead to God as yours is. 


precious balm, whic h was applied to he al tee broken hearted, 
4 he understanding bling and ignor ant of 


_ made him alive to God. 


raising | you in 
and his) t 
In the parabie of the good) deliverance to the 
Samaritan, he healed the man who) you a peor afflicted sinner? 


ito whom the promises are made. Are 
hen d: ‘ge to sin and Sa- 
tan? He is sent to preach, and give 


captives. Are 

He has 

as good news for vou. Have you a bro- 

But the Kea contrite heart? He is sent to 
[s your 


| 
same remedy can quicken you, al-| spiritual things ? He is sent to preach 
enh you have been dead in tres-jand to give recovering of sight to 


passes and sins. 


i the blinu. Are you fast bound with 


After many doubts and fears are the chains of sin, and bas the iron 


silenced, new ones still arise, 
belief may perhaps have been sug- 


Un-le niered into your soul? 


He is sent 
t at liberty them that arebruis:d, 


ti S2 


gesting to your heart, ¢ The medi-| Here is your promise; Christ is ap- 


cine Ce rtainly can heal, 


but T have! pointed of God, 


and has a divine 


bothing to recommend me. to the. commission to supply all your wants, 


physician.” 


best recommendation. He 


relieves those who come to 


Have you nothing? Uf 
you really believe so, this is your) ply 
always! 
biini, 


Is it presunption thea in you to ap- 
this promise to yourselves? 
What, after God has graciousty 


‘made it for the comfort of your con- 


bringing with them nothing but their) science, would you say it would be 
sins and miseries. By healing these. presumption in you fo take comfort 


whom none else can heal. 


freely he exalts liis sovereign grace, 


he gets from 
all the glory, and by healing thea | hroken. 


. 


uf The promise cannot be 
By relying upon it, it is 


yours, And itis no presumption, it is 


What had the wounded traveller, inj a high act of faith, not to stagger at 


ie parable of the young 
io recominend hii? 


Was it not that 
he was heltpiess and miserable? Ap-| 


ply to the creat bhysicia n, because | 


—- 


SS 


Samaritan, the promise through unbeliel, but to 
- glory to God by relying on it. 


Since then there is balm in Gile- 
ad for wounded consciences, provid. 


thou art sick and canst not heal thy-) ed purposely for yous and since your 
avainst receiving 


self, aad then he will exait his rich pubjections 
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power to realsuch cases where they 
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groundiess, why will you not apply 
to the divine physician, and ask his 
help? Fall down at his feet. implore 
his assistance, and his tender heart 
will melt with compassion towards | 
vou. PP vou are disesuraged in your 
aildpesses to Hin. it is because vou! 
have not clear ideas of his powe ‘and 
Jove. He is Almighty. He can 
heal the snost broken heart. and the 
most wounded conscience, and his 
love never failed to inilnence his 





come before hin. Keen not then 
pouring upon your ~~ and your 
sores. By looking too much at them, 
you cherish vour doubts oie fears. | 
Look unto Jesus. Remember his’ 
advice, «Look unto me. and Se eit 
saved.” You shoald look to your. | 
self, to see your want of salvation, 
and look unto Him for a suopty of 
your wants. Great 





~7~ 
. 


numbers now 
alive, are witnesses for Him. that 
his hand is not shortened, Still He 
saves his people from sin, and from 
all the maladies brought upon them 
by sin. He heals to eternity. Arise, 
thou sun of righteousness, with 
healing under thy beams, and save 
us from every malady of sin, from 
the pollution, from the guilt, and 
from the power of if, and save us 
from the punishment of it with thine 
eternal salvation. Romaine. 


On Religious Affections. 

From my heart do U pity poor, 
ereainres who are ever learning. 
ssbut never able to come to the know- 
ledge of truths? often pare for 
the lack of Knowledge in the midst 
of preachers, and aiming to maintain 
Spiritual life in their souls, by the 
use, as it were, of drams, ae hig! 
Seasoned viands, rather than by par- 
taking soberly of the simple and 
wholesome fare pointed out by the 
Gospel. Meny re! gisusly disposed 
Persons widely mistake the true 


way of acquiring, through the Holy 
Spirit, spiritual affections. They 
are not sufficiently diligent in mak- 
ing the best practical use of their 
religious feelings, by founding on 
them habits of universal holiness, 
and culfivating those habits with 
a care and solicitude proportioned 
to their inestimable value. “These 
habits, and not the emotions which 
riginally lead to them, are constl- 
tueat ports of the christian chavace- 
tev, and where such habits are (oud. 
God always vouchsafes his blessings 


hand gives spiritual affections. Giris- 


tian affections, through the divine 
bounty, as naturally accompany true 
christian obedience, as warmth and 
eeling belong to ahealthy limb. But 
it js as shesed for those to expect 
that God will bless them with cuvis- 


tian affections, who do not watch 
cand pray and try to lead christian 
lives, as it would be for a farmer to 
expect good crops, ona bad and ne- 
elected soul, or fora physician to ex- 


pect right feeling and genial warmth 
ina limb withered by a palsy. In 
vain would the farmer have recourse 
to artificial helps; in vain would the 
physician apply external stimulan's; 
and equally vain willh:, who thue 
expects christian affections, hang on 
ithe skirts of impassioned preachers. 
‘and have recourse to all outward 
lmeans of rousing his feelings, How- 
ever | ie Inay appear te succeed for a 
‘ime. his affections will be feverish 
land t turbulent, they may probably 
hurry him into extravagant opinions, 
or extravagant conduct; but though 
ths should not be the case they 
will assuredly be short dived, and 
ethe last state of that man will be 
worse than the first.” 

It is not uncommonly the great 
complaint of those, who make much 
religious profession, that they are 
ald, and went reusing. In order 








to cure this evil, they follow the 
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most impassioned preachers. They jhand, if religions feelings do not 
are warmed for a time by their ser- |produce and bring to maturity those 
mens; but their coldness soon ve-/hoty habits which ave their proper 
turns, and they find no relief but in/fruit, the character not only receives 
again having recourse to their fa-/no improvement, but. its capacities 
vourite preachers. whose disc courses | of i improvementcontinually diminish, 
are never too fervid for theiv taste. iby the soul becoming continually 
After a time however, the effect of fess susceptible of virtuous impres- 
sermons declines, “Sheu old pren-|siens, Phese precious faculties 
chers can seldom warm them, or aliwhich God has made, under the 
least warm them suificientl; anc, guidance and informing power of 
they seek new ones, Still however, the ffaly Spirit. the great instru. 
their malady remains, nay its symp- |inennts of conversion to itumsell, and 
toms are aggravated, and their al-lof establishinent ia holiness, are 
Jeviation is found more and more | weakened and become less and tess 
difficult, Atlength, petheps, thes fable to perform their high oflice; 
despair of being of the number of and the case of the individual, after 
the elect, and ¢ ither groan under the [passing through various stages, be- 
Weirht of fantastic reveries, or re- \ ‘OM-OS ulm st bopel 











vss and desperate. 
turn to a woridly course, or per haps! tie who ingralts a prs 


ACHICE, Ob 
trusting to their former experiences. hovy impressions, and so proceeds to 
thes quietly acquiesce in a sort of forma holy habits, ved to experience 
spiritual stupor. waiting Ui i tas ha change of character fyom sin to 
please God in his own tine to give; holiness, uses the appointed means 
them the hght of his countenance|ter preserving bis soul in a state 
again. to bo still alive to good impressions, 

Thus are some driven to despairjand to be led by them to still higher 
under the gospel, and more become christian attamments; while these 
gospel liardened; a very just and |x ho sulfer their religious feelings to 
emphatic term, applied to the words pass away like a morning cloud, 
ly hearers of evangelical preaching, without making them, by Goa’s 
by numbers who aias! are little ib! essing. the foundation of steady 
aware that their own iove of ecsta jreiugtous habits, lose the good fruits 
fic emotions, and glowing expressi- |W bich they were intended to convey, 
ons in religion, subjects hem ty) — nd gradually lose also, by the 
minent danger of becoming gospel- | rig hteous |: idomentof God, their suse 
hardened also. This m: alady, it is ceptibilit y of those very feelings; @ 
true, offen exists in a jess degree, ssusee ptibil ity which was gracicusly 
and does not proceed to such fatal bestowed on them as the great means 
lengths; out it always produces, ac- of their spiritual conversion, 
cording to its malignity, effects; Shall we then be indifferent to the 
more or less inimical to the growthjuse of outward means in religioné 
in grace, and to the peace of the} By no meaus, Outward means are 
individual. appointed, are commanded to be 

He who is making continual pro- used by the Lordof Life. He him- 
evess in habits of holiness, is con jself used them for the conversion of 
tinually pressing on towards a com-,a world lying in wickedness, and 
plete renewal in the divine image in (for the establishment of his disc iples. 
the inward man, as well as in his;Sound and animated preaching in 
outward conduct. But, on the other | particular, was the harbingers and 
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continues to be, under God’s bless- 
ing, a Main support of true resigion, 
in evers christian country. No true 
fo'lower of Christ will neglect. re- 
gicarly to aiiend it, or fail to own 
his de ‘ep obligations to it. The dac 
and prudent use ef outward means, 
Is as Important, and even necessa. 
ry in the christian life, as the abuse 
of the is mischievous. But let us 
guard carefully against their abuse. 

The obvious practical lessons to 
b- derived {rom the foregoing con- 
siderations are— 


1. Not te make an unguarded or! 


Javish use of outward means for 
exciting religions feelings, but to 
cherish with the greatest care, ha- 
bits of holiness, and a renewal of 
heart; to consider these as the pre-| 








it for the temperate and ordinary 
exercise of religious affections. 
[Ch. Ob. | 


Conclusion of a Review of Trign- 
mouth’s Life of Sir W itiam Jones. 


We have seen that Sir William 


Jones, [ke other persons of taste 


aud genius, was a passionate admi- 
rer of the Greek and Roman au- 
thors. By a very natural, though 
not a necessary consequence. he 
was in youth inclined to form his 
own character, teo much alter the 
model of some of the celebrated an- 
cients, Cieero, in particular, exe 
cited his emuletion, and even ata 
time when he adinitted the trath of 
ithe New ‘Pestament, he appears not 


cious fruit to be rcoaped from thos ito liave suflicie nthy recollected that 
feelings, and as the onty true safe j*ta greater man than Cicero is here, 
gard and solid support, under the! But fo adopt the maxis and emu. 


divine blessing, of the feelings them. 
selves. 


| a . 
late the spirti., even of the most ad- 


mired ancrents, is to substitute Gre- 


2. ‘To look on holiness as the}cian or koaman in the plice of Cirise 


healihfaisoil. in which religious feel. 
ings flourish, and attain their full 
Vigour, ane ts place no dependence 





tian Virtues itis to descend from 
our Christian caling., and to lose in 
moral, while we grasp at intellectu- 


On ans feel THaS, he mweverp buxur jant ial ari ‘alNeSS, 


their growth. or fair thei 
RIC, “whic h are raised by the im- 


yasstoned gwestures, & lowing iMAgEC- 
A Ss 


j 
appear 


We shall exercise only our ac 
customed freedom, if we venture to 
ofier one other vemark. if is rea 


ry or commanding eloquence of aj sonab le to expect that an inteliectu- 


preacher, unless they stvike their! 


rot into the soil. and partake of |curistianify, 
the blessings wiich are peculiar to, powers of the t 


it. 


ab oand) learned man, embracing 
would consider the 


understandimg. as ve- 
iey materially concerned in the recepe 


3. Not to wish for violeut emoti- tien of it, and would search in every 
ons, Which are thus raised, except; quarter for an accumulation of the 


perhaps occasionally. 


and under ve- 
ry particular circumstances, from a 


jextrrnatesidewre fistruth, Others, 
however, may be ted into ano less 


just apprehension that they willjrational belief of the same = 
Cloud the judgment, leave the souliby a shorter course; by au impr 

In the languid state which is found; si nomade by the preaching or ae 
to succeed the paroxysms of alt ying of the gospel, chiefly on their 


strong emotions, render it less sus-jconscience and on their 


affections; 


ceptible of right impressions in fu-j}and perhaps there is some danger, 
ture, and in various ways indispose {lest each class should be too ready 
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to suspect the faith of the other of 
net being sufficiently sound and 
christian. 

‘This gospel undoubtedly chatten- 
ges examination from the undev- 
standing, but it addresses 
more peculiarly to the beart, and 
affurds a testimony of its own truth 
by the sanctiying effects which 1 


there produces. It HOEETCEeS bibaty) Tate 


to be a sinner. and the conscicsue: 
pleading guilly tothe charges, i pro- 
claims pardon through » Redeemer. 

It declares that man is weak and! 
helpless, and to those who feel this: 
fmportant truth. it offers divin 
assistance. Lt represents the work 
to be a scene of y anny 
pointmeat, and death to be at hene; 
and after death it 
of judgement. 
haope of 


announces a das 


eternal tite. and delivers 


these sevho, threegh fear of death, appears, from historic evidence, to 
their life-time subject to! 


li ison evidence chicf-- 


were all 
bondage.” 


itself 


{ Asta, 


a ee 
and Gisall- 


it thea sets forth the! 


a 


333 
his more laborious pursuits—His 
morality was not separated in his 
mind from the faith he professed, 
but was heightened and purified by 
religious principle, Yet the chief 
view which we naturally take of Sir 
Wilham Jones, was that of a wit- 
ruess for christianity against the un- 
hoctievers. His firm confidence in 
truth of Scripture has the force 
ct a thousand arguments. Men can- 
“not all examine as he did. “PVhey can- 
jn texplove Chinese history, or Hin- 
doo My thology. They cannot all meet 
upon their own ground of argument 
toe hiastertans and philosophers of 
nor the European sceptics 
Who protess to budid upon their foun- 
dation, "Phey cannot all) answer 

lat objection to the Old Pestament 
jin particular, Which has been intro- 
duced from the East, thatthe world 





hase been older, than 
to be by Moses, 


it is aflirmed 
Vliey cannot Sie 


ly of this kind, that the Gospci is Hence aiuinttifude of other learned, 
commonly recetved by christians. though frivolous objections, But 
They find in it a remedy to their’ they can point to a person of ac- 


anxieties and fears, and to all their’! 
wants and weaknesses. “Chey also’ 


perceive its precepts to be full of une 


questionabie virtue and 
W hatsoever things are pure, what-) 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report, they are 

commanded to think of these things. 
The y no jonger doubt that the word| 
of God is true, though they know 
little either of the objections of the 
s eptic, or of the reply to these ob- 


jections which has been furnished by 


the labours of the learned. 

The religion indeed of Sir Willi- 
am Jones, was far from being mere- 
ly intellectual. Lt was his resource: 
under affliction, and the tepic o: 
cousolation which he suggested to 


his friends when they were in ad-!: 


versity. It showed itself in exercises 
ef devotion; it suggested some oi 


2oodness, | 


“iyet velieved. 





know ledged talents and pre-eminent 
ii this very species of erudition. 


“A nan who could hi ive foil’d at their own play, 
“A thousand wouid-be’s of the present day;” 


= Wan moreover, Who carried almost 


tea fault. the habitof bold and original 
‘thinking. This man examined, and 
Having in tis hand 
the records of unbelieving nations, 
he traced back to the neighbour- 
wood of Palestine, the origin of the 
liverging tribes, and discordant 
languages of the Kast; and pro- 
nounced those Scriptures, which 
nen of inferior learning had despis- 


lcd, to be the key of knowledge. 


«Among such as have professed 
a belief in christianity, where shall 
ereater names be found than those 
of Locke, of Bacon, of Boyle, and 








of Newton? ‘Dhese men, to their 








ip 
‘ 
| 
| 


) 
i! 


ne ee 
= = = > 


ie aoe 


$34. Of Certain P 


great praise, and we may hope, to 
their eternal happiness, devoted 
much of their time to the study of 
the Scriptures. If the evidence of 
revelation had been weak. why were 
minds whica boldty destroyed pre- 
judices in science, blind to those in 
religion? Suchauthorities, and let me 
now add to them the name of Jones. 
are entitled to great weight. Let 


raetical Errors. 


christ:ans whose piety may be real, 
tut who stand in need of ‘scorrecti- 
on and instruction in righteousness.” 
These are some of their errors—an 
excessive fondness for high and 
mysterious doctrines; an intempe- 
rate eagerness after comfort in veli- 
gious ordinances; an aversion to dis- 
tinct statements of christian duties; 
an estimate of the piety of others 








those whe superciliously reject them, 


by a comparison of it with their 


compare themselves with the men|own as a standard; and a desire to 


who have been named. The com- 
Parison may perhaps lead them to 
suspect, that their incredulity may 
be the result of a little smattering 
in learning, and great self-conceit, 
and that by hard study. and an 
humbled mind, they mav regain the 
religion which they have left.” 


—_——_—- — 


Of certain Practical Errors among 
Professing Christians. 


Ir is easy to distribute into vari- 


ons Classes, those who profess chris- 


tianity. One class will comprehend 


those who atiend at church once or) 


twice on the Sabbath, and who are 
oufwardiy Cocorous in their conduct, 
but who never sertonsly think about 
religion, and therefore tave very 
limperfect notions of it. 
Class consists of persons of cuitivat- 


ed minds, who are faitliar with the | 


leading docirines of christianity, 


but who only find religion agrce-| 


able, when it ts recommended iy 
the charm of novels and the ele 
gance of taste; by the vigour o 


reason, and the splendour of elo 


Another | 


q*\ 
i 
‘ 


‘infuse their own sentiments into the 


minds of others, instead of referring 
them: to the word of God. 

Now, it will be granted by all 
serious chiistians, that there are 
mysterious doctrines in the inspired 
Volumes that religious ordinances 
iinay be, and are the sources of great 
‘consolation. But after these con- 
cessions, PE would ask, Are the ssdeep 
ithines of (cod fo be discussed in 
every sermon? Are happy feelings 
ithe great object of worship? Is the 
piety of one individual to be judged 
pat by ths piety of another? Are 
iwe to hear with indifference, and 





veven with dislike, the holy tempers 
hand the strict morals of the Gospel 
iincuicated? 

| Kiow many err in some one or 
‘more of the points that have been 
mentioned?) Phe cons:quence is me- 
\lancholy. A false ta-te in theology 
is formed and cherished; a talse 
standard of truth and piety is esta- 
‘The unfortunate individu. 
‘al goes to church, T! some of his 
favourite points are handled, he ts 
winest lost tn admiration, 


lit happen that some topic of chiisti- 


' 


! 


i blished, 
} 


{pe schop ace that » : ° ° ° 
quence; by the tenderness that melts,| 4 temper, or christian morality, 


and the grandeur that elevates. Ano 
ther class is composed of real chris 
tians of sound minds, whose religi 
on is sober but decided, catm put 
vital, humble but fruitful. 


Before we arrive at this class, we 
find one that is composed of those 


thas been expanded and pressed ou 
ithe conscience, he returns home pee- 
ivish, discontented and censorious, 
(Why? Because the preacher has on- 
i'y been telling him what he ought to 
do, Such a religion, however or- 
‘tiuodox, will net imake men good, 


But iu 
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and is far from making them happy. | 


Such christians are more attentive 
to preserve the accuracy of their 
system, than to cultivate the tem 


per, and exhibit the fruits of the 
gospel. Buta zealous attachment 


io a few doctrinal points, will, tn 
death and at judgment, be found 





poor substitute for true holiness and | 


practical godliness, 

Some of the causes of these errors: 

1. There is in 
strong inclination to fix on one par- 
ticular opinion, or on one peculiar 
view of a subject, te the exclusion 
of others, Some particular notion, 
or sect of notions, is taken up; and | 
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us naturally a) 
ion. 
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8. The love of the marvellous is 
natural to man. Who does not oc- 
casionally riot in the fields of imagi- 
nation, amidst perfection that has no 
basis, and beauty that bas no exist- 
ence? ‘“Vhis is one cause of the love 
Which some christians have for the 
' ious in doctrinal religion, and 
for the inexplicable in what is called 
experimental religion. He who 
‘would make real attainmeuts in ree 
ligion, must restrain his imaginatt- 
But trom a variety of causes, 
before we attain to that sobriety of 
character, which only wisdom and 
experience can impart. we are prone 
to admire the mystical and the fan- 








being allowed to occupy the mind, ciful, instead of attending ta plain 


is made the basis of a perishable |and sober reality. 


system. Religion is not one truth. 
but many truths. Why then dwell 
with eagerness on one truth, or se- 
—_ truths, to the exclusion or de- 
eradation of others that rest on the) 
same divine authority? 


religion iS a serious concern, and it) 





This is sickly 
and pernicious, 

4. There is naturally in mana 
principle of pride, which makes him 
obstinate in his attachment to the 
‘views which he has once embraced. 


A distorted | fe is therefore reluctant te aque stion 


ithe truth of his opinions, and to hear 


involves too much moral evil to jus-|the remarks of others upon them. 


af any trifling feelings. 


2. A precipitancy in forming our 


views and conclusions is natural to) 
man, When will cliristians be pit 


Hie will not harbour the suspicion 
aoe he may possibly be wrong. To 


pprove and admire a silent, thought. 


r ful, teachable spirit, is easy and spe- 


tient in investigation, and slow in iciouss but to exercise such a measure 


drawing their conclusions? 
tient to be almost at 
christians, Which 


Impa-|of this spirit as will ensure the rea- 
once mature) 


‘ i 
can only be the|pens to be disagreeable truth, im- 


dy reception of teuth, though it hap- 


result of time and experience, those| plies a well disciplined mind, 


christians are found, at avery ear- 


Lastly. A love of indulgence 1s 
_ 


ly period of their course, pronoanc- {natural to man. Who submits to la- 


ing their oracles and their decisions | bour, 
with confidence, as though they were|can 
familiar with the whole compass ee aeene s service. 


revealed truth, But true religion | 
is generally of slow growth. It is 
not a plint that shoots up rapidly by 
means of artificial heat, appearing 
before us presently in its full di 
mensions. and in all its charms, = It 
is the tree that grows imperceptibly 
in the field, beneath the sun, and! 


amidst the shower ef Heaven. 





difficulty and danger. if he 
avoid them? Re ligion is an 
It iavaives the rea- 
dy performance of duties, as weil . 
ithe adoption of views and prince hie 
Sin is to be avoided, holiness cu ti- 
vated, and the works of obedience 
performed. If our natural love of 
indolence prevails, religion will soon 
he reduced to views and feelings, 
profession and form, and obedience 
‘will be left to legalchristians. Doe- 
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536 Extracts, 


trine will be admired, but practice 
will be slighted. 

Thus, if I mistake not, these er- 
rors of professing christians, may 
be traced to certain principles of 
our nature, and these themselves 





py are they who have one fatthfui 
ininister, who preaches the plain 
and simple truths of the Gospel to 
them, Who makes it his study to lay 
for them a good foundation in Jesus, 
and stars them up continually to 
walk blamelessly im all the statutes 


might be traced to more remote 
principles. These indeed ought tojand comuasaudments of the Lord! 
be pointed out. The science of hu-| Phis is tie cappiest state in which 
man nature is interesting in’ this|the people of any parish can posst- 
view, and opens an exfeusive and bly be, viz. woen they have a mi- 
important province for the study of nister who leaves their seals, who 
the disciples of Christ. studies their spiritual welfare, to 
Christianity is a great subject.|w om they can apply for instructi- 
and christians ought to be great/onw, and whom they love as he loves 
characters. [In order to be truly thems whon ethey highly esteem 
great, they must oppose human na [for his works? sake and under 
ture, and submit to christianity in, Whose menisteyv they find both plea- 
all its parts. ‘The Saviour must}sure and profit. Happy are the peo. 
form their tempers and rule their ple who are in such a case! They 
conduct, aswell as be the foundati-| are not troubled with those divisi- 
on of all their hopes. ‘Their piety) ons and distinctions inte which other 
must he universal and sunples it) parishes are rendeds they are of one 
must hear inspection, and extort heart and one mind. and the name 
admiration. ‘Bhus the doctrine of!of Christ and his Gospel are hone 
God. our Saviour, will be adorned,/ cured among them! There is not 
and its happy disciples will visibly) perhaps any one th'ng that serves 
acquire a fitness for that state, the devil’s purpsse so well, and does 
where imperfection is unknown and) so much real injury te the cause of 
blessedness is complete. i Christ, as the differences and dis- 
[Ch. Obs.) iputes and strifes and contentions, 
which prevail among professing 
christians. Would to God, they 
From Satan's Devices. }were all at an end!—that the happy 
- ; jpertod was here, when «iE phranna 
Tue wortd is now full of doctrines. siould no more envy Judah, not 
Religion is made the most diffeult) judah vex Ephraim! 
and intricate thing; and people's 
minds are bewildered and their; -_—— 
heads distracted, with curious dis- 
tinctions and subtle speculations: | Extract. 
whilst the grand principle of repen-| Pye pités and ordinances of the 
tance and obedience are almost il Gospel, are exposed to every spe- 
not entirely overlooked! ! 
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‘cies of scorn and ridicule. Chil- 
HFappy are the people who know dren are wilfully withheld from the 
nothing of these divisions, and per-|+laver of regeneration,” and men 
plexing niceties! Lappy are the people | and women count the blood of the 
where their minds have never been) covenant, wherewith they are sanc- 
disturbed by vain speculations and. tified, an unholy thing, inp ure de- 
dangerous doctrines! In short hap-| spite of the spirit of grace. 








